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A note on the ‘Woman question’ - Ohio and Illinois, as pioneering midwestern states had 
long incubated a ‘useful woman’ attitude, spurning glamorous and delicate clothing, instead 
building dugouts and canoes whilst battling snakes and harsh prairie winds.[xlii] The Civil 
War drove many people to the Bible, particularly women, who adopted religious reform as 
the largest and most important extrafamilial activity they could undertake.[xlii] A post-war 
evangelical revival renewed debate concerning women’s roles.[xlii]The Confederate states 
plunged into acute chaos and mourning,[xlii] the men shattered by a deep loss of pride, 
security and hope, highly reluctant to lose the little power and dignity they had by sharing the 
public sphere with women.[xlii] The Union states generally adopted a more emancipated 
view. 

  

A note on Clara’s family - By 1899, the bulk of the Babcock family had relocated to Canada 
for a settled farming existence, Clara and Israel heading to Thunder Bay, Ontario Canada in 
1900,[xlii] joined by their older son Arthur, his wife Mary and their three children, Roy, 
Florence and Bernice.50 Clara and Israel’s younger son Ernest remained in Thomson, Illinois, 
marrying Tina M. Dyson on 12 September 1899 at the Thomson Christian Church.[xlii] 

 


